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Introduction: Chronic graft-versus-host disease (cGVHD) is the
major long term complication of allogeneic stem cell transplantation
and shares similarities with auto-immune diseases, like systemic scle-
rosis. Although the contribution of donorT-cells in the development
of both acute and chronicGVHD is beyond doubt; the role of B-cells
is less defined. Two observations suggest that B-cells do contribute
to cGVHD; autoantibodies can be detected in 15-90% of patients
and several small-scale retrospective clinical studies demonstrated
that in vivo depletion of B-cells with the CD20-specific Ab rituximab
results in amelioration of cGVHD symptoms in heavily pretreated
steroid-refractory patients.
Objective: In order to prospectively investigate B-cell depletion as
therapy for cGVHD, we have studied the efficacy of the rituximab
in patients with steroid-refractory extensive cGVHD.
Methods: In an ongoing prospective phase I/II study 15 patients
were treated with rituximab (375 mg/m2 per week for 4 consecutive
weeks). Clinical responses were monitored monthly for 1 year ac-
cording to the NIH criteria.
Results: A total of 60 infusions were administered to 15 patients.
The clinical responses were so far analyzed in 12 patients. Median
follow-up 6.5 months (range 1-13). Eight patients showed a partial
response (67%) of which 42% had an ongoing response up to 1
year of follow-up and 25% relapsed. Two relapsed patients were
retreated 8 months after cessation of the initial treatment and
showed again a partial response. In patients with deep sclerosis
(n5 10), sclerotic features disappeared completely or partially in
80%. In patients with involvement of eyes (n5 10), mucosa
(n5 4) and gastro-intestinal tract (n5 4) response was observed
in 50%, 25% and 25%. Consequently, prednisone dosage could
be reduced in 58% and in 33% of the patients prednisone treat-
ment was stopped.
Conclusion: Rituximab treatment is a feasible and effective treat-
ment in patients with steroid refractory cGVHD. In addition, also
patients with relapse of cGVHD after cessation of rituximab treat-
ment can be successfully treated. Thereby, sclerotic lesions of the
skin improved in the majority of patients whereas eye, mucosal and
gastro-intestinal tract involvement was less reversible. We speculate
that the lack of improvement of eye and mucosal involvement is
a consequence of an early and irreversible destruction of lacrimal
and salivary glands and this argues for an upfront application of
rituximab in cGVHD.401
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Background: Lactoferrin, an iron-binding protein with multiple
physiological functions (anti-microbial, anti-inflammatory, and im-
munomodulatory), is a component of mammalian milk. Lactoferrin
has immune modulatory effects through interaction with natural
killer cells, T-cells and interfering with cytokine production. There
is in vitro evidence that lactoferrin can reduce lipopolysaccaride-in-
duced release or pro-inflammatory cytokines in mice and human
possibly through scavenging lipopolysaccaride (LPS) in the intesti-
nal lumen. The central hypothesis of this research project was that
administration of human recombinant lactoferrin (hrLF) tomice un-
dergoing allogeneic bone marrow transplantation (allo BMT) will
reduce the pro-inflammatory effects of the conditioning regimens,
and gut epithelial tissue damage, resulting in less non-specific activa-
tion of donor T-cells that cause GvHD.Methods: Irradiated (11 Gy) C57BL/6 recipient received 5106 T
cell depleted (TCD) bone marrow cells and 3106 plastic non-ad-
herent splenocytes from naı¨ve BA.B10 congenic donors. To test the
hypothesis we studied the effect of oral hrLF administration on
GvHD in murine models of allo BMT. Lactoferrin (hrLF)
(75 mg/mouse) or PBS was administered by gastric gavage from
day -4 for up to 30 days in surviving recipients. GvHD was mon-
itored clinically by using criteria such as weight reduction and di-
arrhea. Survival was assessed. Flow cytometry was used to
determine donor chimerism, immune reconstitution and the fre-
quency of naive CD62L+ T cells.
Results: Oral hrLF reduced acute GvHD and the experimental
group survived 100%; however, 67% of the control group survived.
There was a significant difference in the number of peripheral blood
nucleated cells (PBNC) and bone marrow nucleated cells (BMNC)
between the experimental and control groups (p5 0.02 and
p5 0.01). No significant difference in bone marrow CD4+ and
CD8+ T-cells, andCD4+CD62L+T-cells from donor spleen derived
cells between two groups was found.
Conclusion: Oral hrLF treatment successfully controlled GvHD
and suppressed donor T-cells. There were significant differences
between lactoferrin group and the control mice including diar-
rhea, weight loss, and numbers of nucleated cells. Hence, prophy-
lactic use of lactoferrin is a novel therapeutic approach for
prophylaxis of GvHD in patients undergoing allogeneic
HSCT.402
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Therapies for localized prostate cancer include curative surgery
and radiotherapy while treatment for metastatic disease is palliative
and based on depriving the tumor cells of their androgen stimulation
that reduces tumor growth rate. Therefore, we started to investigate
the potential of allogeneic SCT as a treatment for non-curable pros-
tate cancer.
Two patients underwent allogeneic SCT with PBSC from HLA-
identical sisters after a non-myeloablative conditioning regimen as
treatment for metastatic prostate adenocarcinoma. Frequencies of
prostate-specific T cells in the peripheral blood of the patients, sib-
ling donors and a group of control individuals were determined by
flow cytometry using tetrameric and pentameric HLA A2 com-
plexes containing peptides derived from the prostate specific anti-
gen (PSA). Cytotoxic activity of PSA-peptide-specific T-cells
against peptide-pulsed target cells was analyzed ex vivo by 51Cr-re-
lease assays.
Stable clinical and laboratory remission lasting for more than 4
years was observed after SCT for the first transplanted patient.
The patient is now 6.5 years after SCT but now slowly increasing
in PSA indiacting tumor progression. The PSA level is today 12
ng/mL. The second patient has decreased in PSA from 257 ng/mL
before SCT to 70 ng/mL and without clinical signs of progression
one year after SCT. Both patients are doing clinically excellent
and have a good quality of life. In the second patient a dramatic in-
crease was detected in PSA levels during development of GVHD.
After treatment of GVHD the PSA levels decreased continuously.
We believe that the sudden increase of PSA was due to an antitumor
attack of prostate-specific T cells indicating a graft-versus-tumor ef-
fect. Using HLA containing pentamers with PSA-derived peptides
we could detect prostate-specific CD8+ T cells in both patients in
high frequencies over several months. Furthermore, higher frequen-
cies of PSA-specific T-cells were revealed in the peripheral blood of
the patients and female controls as compared with male healthy
controls.
Our data suggest that allogeneic SCT led to the generation of a T
cell mediated prostate-specific immunity in both patients. The in vi-
tro and ex vivo immunological monitoring performed indicate an
